GET YOUR BOOK CLUBS READING ANCHEE MIN

“Growing Up A Roosevelt: My Path to Leadership”

Anna Eleanor Roosevelt, Vice President Global Corporate Citizenship, The Boeing Company

In her first ever appearance in the Quad

Cities, Chinese immigrant and best-selling
author Anchee Min will serve as The Women'’s
Connection’s inaugural “International Women
Authors”Honoree, November 1, 5:30 p.m.,
Radisson Quad City Plaza, Davenport. This event
is sponsored by The Stanley Foundation, in
partnership with area libraries.

Anchee Min will present on “Memories of Mao,’
recounting her childhood in China under the rule
of Mao Tsetung. Now a U.S. citizen, Min will talk
about her life, from toiling in the cotton fields, to

being used as the perfect proletarian worker
in propaganda films, to her struggle to leave
China for the freedom of the U.S. Her works
include her best-selling memoir, Red Azalea,
Becoming Madame Mao and The Last Empress.

Cost of the event, which includes hors
d'oeuvres and a cash bar, is $30, or $250 for
corporate or book club tables of 10. For more
information, log onto www.AskTWC.com or
call (309) 631-0167
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To commemorate The Women's
Connection’s 10th Anniversary,
Anne Roosevelt presented on

June 8 as part of the“Women in
Leadership” series. Following are
excerpts from interviews with Anne
Roosevelt and her speech.

On listening.

One of the most important things |
learned about leadership, | learned
from my grandmother. It's not
about being up front. It’s about
listening. If you listen well, you can
be a catalyst for change. The crux
of a good leader is actually hearing
what people say.

My grandmother was an
extraordinary listener. Not only did
she have 26 grandchildren, but she
had many important grown-ups
who wanted her ear. But she always
took the time to listen to me. And
when she did, | felt important.

It made me try harder. It had a
profound impact on me and who'l
became.

On emerging leaders...

1 think young people today are
much more put together than
we give them credit for. They
understand the importance

of volunteering and making

a difference in their circle of
influence. They just need to focus
on what interests them and what
they do well. | encourage young

Roosevelt (second from left) is joined by
luncheon attendees.

people to seek balance in their lives and
to get their values straight. They need
to know what they value. They need to
know what is important.

On partnerships...

Leadership is available to each of us

if we stop thinking about ourselves
only, and instead embrace a pattern of
partnerships. | use the term “citizenship”
to describe our role in the world today.
It means being a part of, and sharing
the rewards and responsibilities of, the
whole. It’s not about being perfect;
rather, it's about trying. The quality

of our partnerships will define us as
leaders.

On growing up a Roosevelt...

This is what | learned from my
grandparents: help others do their best,
and they will in turn help others to do
their best. Growing up a Roosevelt is no
different than how you grew up. What
matters is what we do with the legacy
that’s been given us.







